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New Year's Blessing from the Conference Minister 


Rev. Kim Wood, our Conference Minister offers a reflection for the start of the new 
year while looking back at 2022. 


News from the Conference Office 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss 
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GENTLE REMINDER: The books will close on January 
9, 2023, for all donations to be included in your 2022 
giving statement. All contributions received after 
January 9, 2023 will be credited to the current year, 
2023. We continue to be grateful for all the ways that 
you continue to support us and ALL of the initiatives. 
I’m 2023, let's look at becoming a5 For 5 Church. If 
you are uncertain on how to accomplish this, PLEASE 
CALL ME, and allow me to help you!! 


Psalm 46 teaches: God is our refuge and strength, 
mighty and impenetrable to temptation, a very present and well-proved help in 
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change and the 
mountains be shake. In the midst of the seas. There is a river whose streams 
shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most 
High. 


God us our refuge and our strength. Again, a huge thank you for all the 
ways you have supported us in 2022. You are what keeps this Conference 
visible and viable! 


Praying for your health, healing, and continued blessings, today and 
everyday! I’m here for you, please continue to teach out to me if you have 
questions or concerns! Love and continued blessings, as WE CONTINUE TO 
JOURNEY....Together. Let's get it done in 2023. Love and abundant 
blessings! 


Financial Books Closing Date is January 9 


As we approach the end of 2022, please note that the Conference Books for 
Our Church's Wider Mission and other special offerings will close on 
January 9, 2023. All offerings, including Christmas Fund donations, must be 
received by the Conference office by January 9, 2023, for them to count 
towards your church's 2022 giving. All donations received after January 9, 
2023, will go towards your church's 2023 giving. 


We have to set this date early in the month because of when the 
Conference's reporting is due to the National UCC for 2022. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please email Heather at hfosburgh@secucc.org or 
call 404-719-6572. 


Yearbook Reporting 
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It is that time of year again! Yearbook Reporting! We will be doing things a 
little differently this year. Church’s will not be entering their data directly 
into the Data Hub. Instead, churches will be receiving an email on Thursday 
with links to an online questionnaire collecting the standard Data Hub 
information as well as a link to the supplemental questions. We will also be 
sending hard copy forms to all the churches that can be returned to the 
Conference PO Box. Conference staff will be entering all the information 
this year. 


If your church has not received your yearbook instructions, please email 
Heather at hfosburgh@secucc.org because that means we do not have a 
current email for the church. We are aiming for 100% reporting this year so 
it will take all of us to reach that goal. If you would like to get a head start 
collecting the information we will be asking for, you can download the 
collection form here . 


Calling all Authorized Ministers of the Southeast 
Conference — We need your Information! 


January means it is time to submit your Annual Information Review again. 
All Authorized Ministers with Standing in the Southeast Conference are 
required to fill out this form once a year. This helps us to make sure we 
have current contact information and call information for you on file. This is 
also how your information is updated in the national records, including 
Access UCC and the Profiles System. Please take the time to fill yours out 
today. We need all forms by February 28, 2023 for any updates to be in this 
year’s directory. 


SUBMIT YOUR ANNUAL REVIEW FORM 


Ecclesiastical Council for Elliot Trojanowski 


The Commission on Ministry of the 
Southeast Conference of the 
United Church of Christ invites you 
to the Ecclesiastical Council for 
Elliot Trojanowski on January 19, 
2023 at 7:30 pm Eastern/6:30 pm 
Central on Zoom. You can register 
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here to attend. 


Elliot (they/them) is currently 
serving as a chaplain resident in 
the NICU at Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta. They are a recent 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
graduate and have been a member 
of Kirkwood UCC since 2018. 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of January 1 


Bethany Congregational UCC; Thomasville, Georgia 
Donna Farrar 

Dale Marshall 

Kimble Sorrells 

C. George 
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Week of January 8 


Victory for the World Church; Stone Mountain, Georgia 
Winter Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock Conference Center 
Susie Smith 

Andrew Young 

Jerry Gladson 

Steven P. Miller 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Deer Lodge 
Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, 
Nashville TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Sandy Creek, Lafayette AL; First 
Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL 


News from the Wider Church 


STEWARDSHIP 


Webinars 


UNITED CHURCH 
) OF CHRIST 


2023 Stewardship Webinars 
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The wider setting of the UCC is offering the following stewardship webinars 
in 2023. 


Jan. 25 - 3 Best Practices: Set a New Year's Resolution for Increasing 
Giving 

Mar 22 - Changing Landscape of Giving: What we can learn from 
Millennial and Gen Z Donors 


e Apr 26 - Rethinking What God Calls Volunteers to Do 


May 24 - Building an Endowment 

Jul 26 - Discover Your Why: How a Clear Purpose Strengthens 
Evangelism, Giving, and Impact 

Aug 23 - Narrative Budgets: Telling your Story by the Numbers 

Sept. 27 - 5 Ways to Make an Impact: Understanding the Hopes of Our 
Donors to Create Change 

Oct 25 - Donors Who Don't Come to Church: Engaging Donors 
Outside of Sunday Morning 


Learn more: https://www.ucc.org/stewardship/learning-opportunities/ 


News from our Local Congregations 
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Decteode 
Through the Eyes of a Child 


A favorite Christmas memory for many folks is the annual tradition of a 
Christmas pageant or program with the children of the church. With 
worship slowly returning to “normal” many of our local congregations once 
again featured their little ones in worship as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
The photo album below features events from Kirkwood UCC (Atlanta), First 
Congregational (Atlanta), and Church of the Savior (Knoxville). 


Trainings, Conferences & Events 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=2b9758daea Page 7 of 11 


SECUCC Conference Connection: January 5, 2023 2/20/23, 5:25 PM 


se f = Yes 18 - ves 
ves . ve v : \'s . ve 2 fr 


~ yes is 7 ™ a - P es : e 
¥' ve 7 2 J i] a £ ’ " 
her ry we ver yes 8 WY ois ! ves wo Ves YE: veg YES 
ES \n ; 
. 


i - 
— 1 aie ~,) bial - EN \ ves ¥ ve YES 
doe Vath Ke FA ite 


ry é 
\ on es 


) 


} ‘ - 
; Bus "5 YES Ye 
- 7 ve VES= qe 
i 


Yes yes 


2023 Winter Youth Retreat 


It is TIME! Winter Youth Retreat 2023 is happening! The Blowing Rock 
Conference Center welcomes youth from all around the southeast for a 
weekend of storytelling, experiential education, service, and of course, fun 
in the snow on January 13-16, 2023. 


Our programming will include the duo Alathea, winners of numerous 
acoustic music and songwriting awards, who takes stories from their own 
lives and weaves them into music that’s instantly relatable. Rooted in the 
Appalachian Mountains, Alathea (Mandee Radford Langley and Cristi 
Johnson) create and perform original and traditional music in what they call 
Front-Porch-style, using eclectic instruments, thick modern harmonies, and 
engaging storytelling of life on the road, taking cues from nature, their 
families, and neighbors along the way. 


Registration is already underway, and we encourage you to make your 
plans now. Visit https://brccenter.org/winter-youth-retreat-2/ to learn more 
and secure your group's place today! 


&_ PATHWAYS 


4 } THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. New Courses 
Begin in January 

A new year brings new opportunities to learn and grow in faith! PATHWAYS 
Theological Education, Inc. is pleased to announce our January term online, 
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asynchronous courses that are accessible and affordable for curious 
Progressive Christians. All courses are designed with the Marks of Faithful 
and Effective Authorized Ministers at their core, and are helpful to anyone 
who wants to develop spiritual and leadership gifts for use in the church 
and the world. 


e United Church of Christ History and Polity, January 11-April 7; this 
course is designed according to the content recommendations of the 
UCC History and Polity Network Teachers group (12 weeks, $625) 

e Practicing Our Faith in the Public Square, January 11-February 21(6 
weeks, $325) 

e Understanding the Bible as a Progressive Christian, January 11- 
February 21 (6 weeks, $325) 

e The Art of Worship, January 11-February 21 (6 weeks, $325) 


We will also offer a three-week Introduction to Supervised Ministry for 
student ministers and their site supervisors who are participating in the 
PATHWAYS Supervised Ministry track. 


For more information about PATHWAYS as an organization, our courses, 
and to register, please visit www.pathwaystheological.org. 


Retired Servants Retreat Dates for 2023 Announced 


Mark your calendar for October 9-11, 2023 and join others at the Retired 
Sevants Retreat at Blowing Rock Conference Center. The Rev. Phiwa 
Langeni --Ambassador for Innovation & Engagement for the United Church 
of Christ, Center for Analytics, Research & Development, and Data (CARDD) 
-- will be keynote facilitator 


Lay Health Minister / Advisor Training 


"In every faith organization, in every community, there are those to whom 
others turn naturally for advice." (the late Dr. Eva Salber, Duke University) 


GA CEAL (Community Engagement Alliance Against Covid19 Disparities), a 
project in collaboration with Morehouse School of Medicine, Emory 
University Rollins School of Public Health, Southside Medical Center, and 
Dekalb Board of Health announces open registration for the second 
iteration of its Lay Health Minister Training in the Metro Atlanta area. 


A Lay Health Advisor program is one that identifies and trains multi-faith 
leaders (both clergy and lay leaders) as health ministers in their congregations 
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and houses of worship to establish new or enhance existing congregational 
health ministries for the purpose of restoring health and wholeness - spiritually, 
mentally, emotionally, physically and socially. 


Training begins Tuesday, January 24, 2023, and continues each Tuesday for 
six sessions until February 28, 2023, 6:30-9:00 p.m. The course is offered to 
participants at no cost, and participants will receive a certificate at the 

completion of the course. The deadline for registration is January 13, 2023. 


To register your congregation teams, follow this link. For more information, 
please contact Barbara Baylor) or Jessica Kennicker) 


Sincerely, 
Barbara T.Baylor, MPH 
GA CEAL Faith Project 


Conference Calendar 


January 9 
Financial Books Closing for 2022 


January 10 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


January 12 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 
Board of Directors Meeting 


January 17 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


January 19 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


January 19 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EST 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


January 19 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm EST 
Ecclesiastical Council for Elliot Trojanowski 


January 24 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


January 31 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 
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Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; 
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